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GCSE English Language 2017 (9–1) Teaching Pack

Week 9 – Responses to questions 
on ‘Boxing’ texts
Response 1

The writer engages the reader by using the adjective “remarkable” when describing Ali, which is a powerful way of showing the reader how impressive Ali was as a fighter. “Remarkable” has connotations of being special and beyond the ordinary, suggesting to the reader that Muhammad Ali’s skills were something unique. 

Furthermore, the writer uses an effective simile, “hands as fast and deadly as a cobra’s strike,” which suggests that Ali is ferocious when he fights. By comparing him to a cobra, the writer suggests Ali’s skills were part of his natural and instinctive skill. This could engage readers who have never seen Muhammad Ali fight and encourage them to watch him fight as the writer makes him seem so impressive.

Response 2
The writer uses the adjective “remarkable,” which would engage the reader by suggesting Muhammad Ali’s skills were exceptional and impressive in comparison to others.

The writer also uses a parenthetical clause: “hands…heavyweight.” This parenthetical clause makes the phrase stand out from the rest of the sentence just like Ali stood out from the rest of the heavyweights. This would engage the reader because it suggests Ali’s skills were special and unique.

The writer uses the simile “hands as fast and deadly as a cobra’s strike,” which would engage the reader because it makes them think that Ali is a very talented boxer. Fans of Ali would be engaged because they feel the writer thinks Ali is as good a fighter as they believe him to be. 

Response 3

The writer uses a parenthetical clause, “hands…heavyweight,” which exaggerates the unique nature of Muhammad Ali’s achievements, engaging the reader because they see how special his skills are. 
The writer then successfully develops this idea that Ali’s skills were superior by using the adjective “remarkable.” “Remarkable” has connotations of Ali’s skills being unique and impressive, which would be highly engaging, particularly to his fans, who will agree with the writer’s description of Ali.   
Furthermore, the simile “as fast and deadly as a cobra’s strike” builds on the idea that Ali’s skills were impressive by implying they are part of his nature and as instinctive as that of an animal. The fact that this level of skill had “never before been seen in a heavyweight” further emphasises the idea that Ali is “remarkable,” again engaging readers by suggesting the fighter was someone of great significance and therefore making them want to read his obituary.
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