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Introduction

This teaching pack has been designed for teachers new to Edexcel English Language (9-1). We have provided 10 weeks’ of presentations and activities that can be taken straight into the classroom and used to teach as they are, or tweaked and edited if you so wish. 

The pack includes various fiction and non-fiction texts and text extracts and powerpoint presentations, all to help you deliver Edexcel GCSE English Language to your students. 

We hope you enjoy using this free teaching pack and find it interesting and useful. 

Overview

	Week
	Focus
	Resources

	1
	Introduction
	The ‘GCSE English’ PowerPoint provides an overview of some of the reading skills required for the Language exam. There is an overview of both GCSEs with a short summary of each of the papers.

There are a number of short activities designed to get students familiar with the language of the Language paper and to practise writing in the different styles required by the exam. 

	2
	AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences
	With the ‘Empty your pockets’ PowerPoint, students practise using inference skills based on the contents of a character’s pockets.

Students will be given an exemplar piece of writing where inference is required to identify features/traits of the characters.

The ‘Revealing character’ PowerPoint encourages students to build on their inference skills from the previous lesson by writing about a setting, with a particular focus on a character’s desk. 

Writing tasks focus on students creating a character and subtly revealing information about them, encouraging the reader to use inference. 



	3
	AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences
	The ‘Influencing the reader’ PowerPoint asks students to focus on using language to influence readers through the creation of characters and settings – focus will be on making readers feel a specific emotion towards the main character of their text. Class discussion will look at how language can influence a reader’s emotions.

The ‘Using settings for effect’ PowerPoint provides images as stimuli. Texts and exemplars are used to model effective uses of language.

	4
	AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views
	The ‘Loaded language’ PowerPoint invites students to focus on how non-fiction texts use language to engage the reader.

Focus will be on loaded language in persuasive texts, and students will start to look at rhetorical questions and imperative sentences as a way of building up the persuasive tone of texts. This will act as an introduction to how writers use structure to influence readers.

Students then closely analyse the Noah Sweat, Jr speech about whisky, working in groups/pairs on different sections of the speech to look particularly at how Sweat uses loaded language to present his opinion and manipulate the reader. This is designed to get students to look at how writers convey ideas and perspectives about a topic. 

Students should be encouraged to explain why they think Sweat uses the devices he does. 

AO2-style tasks will focus on how writers use language and some structural points to influence the reader.

Students will begin creating their language and structure glossary. 

	5
	AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views

AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation
	The ‘Power of punctuation’ PowerPoint aims to get students to begin focusing on using punctuation to achieve effects.

Students will look particularly at constructing different forms of sentences and the effects of a variety of sentence structures.

Students will be given a single text that employs a range of punctuation for specific effects, and will develop their ability to comment effectively on how the writer uses punctuation to influence and impact on the reader. 

Students then write their own texts, experimenting with and reviewing their use of punctuation. 

AO2-style tasks focus on how writers use punctuation and sentence structure for effect.

	6
	AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views

AO5: Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts
	The ‘Structuring speeches’ PowerPoint uses two texts: ‘A Call to Men’ to cut.doc and Annotated A Call to Men.doc. Students will look at a longer extract from a speech, identifying its purpose and thinking about how the ideas are ordered. They will complete an ordering exercise to put a speech together and look at devices for organising information. 

Students then look at how the writer uses language and structure to achieve this purpose. 

Students will look at how both language and structure are used to engage an audience, and think about how the speaker uses prosodic features to keep the audience interested.

AO5 & AO6 task: students write their own speeches in preparation for their SLE, focusing on employing the techniques they have studied. Setting speech rehearsal as homework is recommended so that SLEs can be completed in good time. 

	7
	AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

Select and synthesise evidence from different texts

AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts

AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and feedback to presentations
	In the ‘Comparing texts’ PowerPoint, students will work on their comparison skills using two texts: George Orwell.doc and Hooligans.doc. 

Students will look at a writer’s attitudes in an opinionated piece and identify how ideas and perspectives are conveyed. 

Students will be directed to use drama as a method of interpreting the texts and exploring writers’ ideas and perspectives. The drama task will be practice for their SLE. 

Students will be practising the skills required for Q7a and Q7b.

	8
	AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences
	The ‘London 1’ PowerPoint asks students to look more closely at how writers use language to have an emotive effect on the reader, and to practise using language for effect in their own writing.

Students then move on to the ‘London 2’ PowerPoint, which will build on skills acquired throughout this unit. Students will now be taking a more exam-focused approach to tasks. 

	9
	All Language AOs covered across the PowerPoints
	In the ‘Boxing debate’ and ‘Paper 2 Reading’ PowerPoints, students will look at some of the key issues surrounding the sport of boxing. 
You may wish to show your students some boxing clips of on You Tube. Please be aware that some students may find the issues in the clips upsetting, and it is worth watching them beforehand to edit and adjust them to suit your students. 
The debate PowerPoint can be used to help build on any SLE skills or inspire students to use this as a topic for their SLE.

Students work through the ‘Boxing’ PowerPoint, which guides them through paper 2.

	10
	AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

Select and synthesise evidence from different texts
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views
	For the ‘Every mark counts’ and ‘Short-answer questions’ PowerPoints, students will need copies of the SAMs texts about MI6 and Leo Marks, as well as the ‘Winning and Losing’ extracts from the Unseen Preparation Anthology (available on the Edexcel website).

These lessons are designed to help students ensure they get all the marks on the low-tariff questions, as these have not been fully addressed until this point. 
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